
TROOP 243
January 26, 2005
Boy Scouts of America

Chartered by St. Barnabas Catholic Church

3044 Hikes Lane           Louisville, Ky  40220

Dear parents and friends of Troop 243, 

1. Flower Sale Kickoff - Wednesday February 2, 7:00 - 8:30 PM.  We need every scout, and at least one of his parents, to attend this MANDATORY event.  Vince Heuser and Mike Michalak are again leading this year's flower sale, and we need every family's participation for complete success.  Order forms will be distributed, and order-taking can begin.  Plans for the "flower committee" will be discussed.  We need every scout family represented on this committee since help will be needed in many different ways.  Time devoted to the flower sale committee, by parents, increases their son's share of the proceeds.  (See the back of this letter for key flower sale dates.)


2. Court of Honor - Wednesday February 16.  Scouts who have completed advancement in the last 3 months will be recognized for their achievement.  All families are invited and encouraged to attend in order to make this ceremony special for those being recognized.  Each family is asked to bring either food or drinks to share: Check with your son to see what he has been assigned to bring.
3. Troop Meetings – Wednesdays.  This month Scouts will be working on the Hiking merit badge.
	Feb 2, 7 PM
	Hiking, St. Barnabas

Flower Sale Kick-off Meeting

	Feb 9, 7 PM
	Patrol Meetings this week, No Troop Meeting

	Feb 16, 7 PM
	Hiking, St. Barnabas, Court of Honor

	Feb 23, 7 PM
	Hiking, St. Barnabas


4. You are invited - Sunday February 13, we will celebrate Scout Sunday, at St. Barnabas, with Cub Scout Pack 243.  Each scout is asked to attend St. Barnabas' 11:00 Mass, in Uniform, along with his family.  Pack 243 invites us to attend their Banquet afterward, in Gallagher Hall.


5. Fort Knox Campout - Feb 18-20.   Camp Tecumsah at Otter Creek Park.  There will be activities at Otter Creek and an afternoon swim at Fort Knox.  Webelos Scouts from area Packs, and parents of our scouts are invited to attend.   The facility has limited capacity, approximately 80 bunks.  The first 80 who register will be able to attend.

6. Troop 243 Dues.  ALL Flower Sale profits are divided among the participating scouts; the troop does not retain any profit.  Troop expenses are funded through dues paid by the scouts.  Outings are paid for by the scouts attending.  Next week the troop committee will finalize 2005 dues which are anticipated to be $180 per scout.
7. Summer Camp 2005.  This summer our troop will attend summer camp June 26 – July 2 at newly renovated Camp McKee near Lexington, KY.  Scouts should register and pay a $50 deposit.  For registration contact Frank Hulsman, or xxxxxxx our troop scribe for summer camp. 
8. Washington D.C., National Scout Jamboree Tour – A terrific trip is planned for interested adults and youth (scouts, or brothers and sisters) from our troop.  We will depart Louisville on Wednesday July 27.  We will stay 3 nights in a dormitory at Catholic University, in Washington D.C., and 2 nights in a motel.  We will tour D.C for 2 days, and then visit the National Scout Jamboree for two days.  In D.C, we will be able to tour many of the National Monuments, the National Shrine to the Immaculate Conception, and will attend a Marine Corps drum, bugle, and rifle drill team show.  At the Jamboree we will be able to tour attractions, attend religious services, including the outdoor Catholic Mass celebrated by many bishops and cardinals, where 12,000 people are expected.  We will also be able to attend the closing show, with the 30,000 scouts in attendance and 70,000 visitors.  The total cost of this 6 day trip is anticipated to be $495.  To reserve your spot, or if you have questions, contact Frank Hulsman at 499-2360, or email:  frankhulsman@yahoo.com. 
Please see the other side for other important information

2004 in Review - As we finish the first month of 2005, the troop's adult leadership committee has had a chance to review 2004's results.  2004 was a very good year for troop 243.  

· Eight scouts completed the requirements for the Eagle Scout award.  Prior to this, the highest number in one year was 5 in 1996.  

· We received the Honor Unit award, from the Boy Scouts of America.

· The troop received the Pope Paul the VI unit award from the National Catholic Committee on scouting.

· 27 scouts and 11 adults attended summer camp at Camp Friedlander, near Cincinnati.

· 21 scouts and adults completed a high adventure trek at Philmont Scout Reservation in northern New Mexico

· Advancement.  Our scouts completed 76 merit badges, and 45 rank advancements.  23 Scouts advanced at least one rank.

· Financially, the troop's expenses totaled approximately $175 per scout.  Since dues were only $144 per scout, the troop's reserves were tapped.  For 2005, the proposed dues are $180 per scout.

Yours in Scouting,

Jennifer Wahle
Troop Committee Secretary
2005 Flower Sale - Key Dates

	February 2
	Flower sale kickoff.  Mandatory for scouts and at least one parent from each family

	February 23
	First "Turn In" date.  Scouts should turn in any completed order forms

	Mar 2 – Apr 6
	Troop Meetings - Turn in orders

	April 13
	LAST CHANCE - All order forms must be turned in by this date.

	April 20
	Distribute flyers to neighborhood homes, during troop meeting

	April 27
	Set up Sales Lot, during troop meeting

	Thursday April 28
	Flowers Delivered to St. Barnabas

	Friday April 29
	Final Set up

	Saturday April 30
	FLOWER SALE 8-5  
Workers needed from 7 AM -6 PM

	Sunday May 1
	FLOWER SALE 8-3:30  
Workers needed from 7:30 AM - 5 PM


The mission of Boy Scout Troop 243 is to prepare young men to make ethical choices based on the values in the Scout Oath and Law and to develop skilled leaders who encourage others to do the same.


